
6th Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers) and 9th Lancer Memorial - !
SHERPUR (Near Gangiri, Uttar Predesh, India)!!!

During my recent visit to India (early 2017), I was interested to look for the Headstone to the 3 
officers and four soldiers of the 6th Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers) and the 2 soldiers of the 9th 
(Queen’s) Lancers who were killed at the battle of Gangiri on the 14th December 1857.  I had read 
about the monument in “The Times of India” of 9 August 2015. !!
We found the shrine after a two hour search.  It is surrounded by shrubs and several small trees/
bushes including a Peepal tree (sacred to Hinduism and other religions), in the middle of cultivated 
fields.  The structure, known locally as “Kalajar”;  as the battle was fought near the Kaali river.  The 
land that the monument stands on has since shrunk to its current size of some 20 sq yds as over 
the years the local villagers have taken up the surrounding land for cultivation.  The remains are of 
occult significance to the locals and on every holy occasion, local villagers, particularly women, 
worship the Headstone.  They tie sacraments to the Peepal tree behind it, light earthen lamps and 
incense sticks and offer flowers to the dead soldiers souls.  It is extraordinary that the descendants 
of the rebels who fought and killed these men offer them prayers, but they do.  The locals say that 
the souls of these men protect the village from evil spirits - this maybe due to the presence of the 
Peepal tree.   On arrival at the site all the locals took their shoes off in respect for the dead before 
approaching the Headstone.  The villagers were very welcoming and pleased to see us and every 
man in the village turned out to see us while all the women stayed out of sight except, we did see, 
the odd female face, looking round corners and out of windows. We were the first white men that 
the villagers had ever seen!!!
Directions to the Gangiri tombstone!
From Delhi it takes four and a half hours by car to reach Gangiri.!
The memorial is 150 yards from the Eastern edge of Sherpur village.  It is on a piece of ground, 
slightly raised (20 yds x 20 yds), with a Peepal tree and other bushes covering the area.  The 
memorial is mostly hidden by the tree and is surrounded by cultivated fields on a slightly raised 
area of ground.!
To find the tombstone, drive down the road from Gangiri to Kasgang. 2km outside Gangiri there is 
a small temple and petrol station on the left hand side of the road and opposite a brick factory.  
Park your car at the petrol station, cross the road and make your way in a South Westerly 
direction, walking through the brickworks on the other side of the road and continue round the 
fields in a South Westerly direction for about half a mile and towards the Eastern edge of Sherpur 
village that is slightly to your right.  When you see the village you will see on the South Eastern 
corner of the village a memorial/shrine that stands above the single story buildings. The 6DG/9th 
Lancer memorial is 150 yards before you reach the edge of the village.!!
I have been in contact with Dr Pundhir, medieval archaeologist in the Department of History at 
Aligarh Muslim University who tells me that the memorial has been photographed and he has  
requested that the site be declared, by the Government, a protected monument!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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